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VOLUNTARY SEPARATION PROGRAM 2013–14 — AUDITOR GENERAL’S REPORT 

918. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 

I have a supplementary question. I refer to page 26 of the Auditor General’s report, which indicates that 
$35 million was paid in relation to this. It also indicates that many agencies were tardy in providing written 
notice, and indicates that therefore an amount was paid that should not have been paid. What was the amount, in 
millions of dollars that was paid, that should not have been paid because of the error? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
The generous offer made to our public servants included, amongst — 

Mr M. McGowan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Mr Speaker, the offer made, which was quite explicit to public servants, included 
a payment for 20 weeks in lieu of notice; that is what the $35 million was for. As I said, in discussions between 
my office and the Auditor General’s office, the Auditor General’s office confirmed—and I repeat—that the 
report does not state or intend to state that there was a $35 million overpayment. That is because there was not, 
Mr Speaker. 

Mr M. McGowan: That was not the question I asked you. I said “up to”, so how much was it? 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! 

Mr M. McGowan: He’s not answering my question. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: If the Leader of the Opposition — 

Mr M. McGowan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Mr Speaker, it is so ordinary what goes on with members opposite! They got it wrong, 
there is no overpayment; there is no waste. It was 20 weeks’ pay in lieu of notice, which was very up-front as 
part of the attractive voluntary severance package. The Leader of the Opposition is wrong, as he is on a daily 
basis in this chamber.  
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